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ABSTRACT 


In  the  summer  of  1977  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  initiated  an  inter- 
pretation program  for  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area,  Alaska.  The 
Fortymile  River,  the  scene  of  the  first  gold  discovery  in  interior 
Alaska  and  candidate  for  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System, 
was  designated  as  a  priority  for  interpretation  of  its  cultural  and 
natural  resources. 

This  report  comprises  the  recommendations  and  proposals  for  interpre- 
tation of  the  Fortymile  River  and  its  environs. 
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"Interpretation  is  an  art." 

-Freeman  Til  den 

"There  is  no  science  without  fancy, 
and  no  art  without  facts." 

-Vladimir  Nabokov 


INTRODUCTION 


The  Fortymile  River  is  a  waterway  of  significant  historic,  cultural  and 
natural  qualities.  It  was  the  scene  of  the  first  gold  rush  in  the 
interior  of  Alaska,  and  remnants  of  the  mining  activity  of  the  bygone 
days  on  the  Fortymile  dot  the  landscape. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM),  in  its  stewardship  of  the  Fortymile 
Resource  Area,  Alaska,  commenced  an  interpretation  program  for  the 
Fortymile  River  in  the  summer  of  1977.  During  this  time,  certain 
principal  objectives  for  the  interpretation  of  the  river  environment 
were  to  be  ascertained. 

The  Fortymile  River  was  proposed  by  the  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation  for 
inclusion  into  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System,  as  an  out- 
growth of  the  Alaskan  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act.  In  1973  the 
Fortymile  Wild  and  Scenic  River  proposal  was  drafted,  recommending  375 
river  miles  and  320,000  acres  of  land  for  nomination.  To  determine 
which  selection(s)  to  be  considered  for  immediate  interpretation  was 
a  major  objective.  Selection  of  sites  for  on-site  interpretation,  if 
appropriate,  and  selection  of  the  most  practical  and  compatible  inter- 
pretation media  best  suited  for  the  unique  Fortymile  Riyer  wilderness 
environment  were  two  other  major  objectives. 

This  project,  hopefully,  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  a  complete  inter- 
pretation program  for  the  Fortymile  River  and  the  entire  Fortymile 
Resource  Area  under  the  management  of  the  BLM. 
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Interpretation  Goals:  Fortymile  Resource  Area 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  Interpretation  Objectives. 
(6280  Recreation  Interpretive  Services,  6-25-71). 

A.  To  stimulate  the  curiousity  and  interest  of  the  public  land  visitor 
in  the  natural  and  manmade  features  of  the  public  lands. 

B.  To  generate  an  appreciation  of  America's  archaeological,  historic, 
cultural,  aesthetic,  and  natural  heritage. 

C.  To  inform  the  visitor  of  the  recreation  opportunities  available  to 
him. 

Interpretation  Objectives  for  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area. 

A.  '  General  Goals. 

1.  To  broaden  the  experience  of  the  visitor  who  comes  to  the 
Fortymile  Resource  Area.  Freeman  Til  den  observed  that,  "the 
purpose  of  Interpretation  is  to  stimulate  the  reader  or  hear- 
er toward  a  desire  to  widen  his  horizon  of  interests  and 
knowledge,  and  to  gain  an  understanding  of  the  greater  truths 
that  lie  behind  any  statements  of  fact."  (Tilden,  1957). 

2.  To  interpret  the  cultural  and  natural  resources  in  a  manner 
which  enhances  and  enriches  visitor  enjoyment  and  knowledge 
of  the  Fortymile.  This  should  not  intrude  on  the  cultural 
and  environmental  character  of  the  area  as  a  whole,  and  a 
site  in  particular. 

3.  To  define  the  role  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  the 
Fortymile  Resource  Area,  especially  as  it  directly  concerns 
the  visitor. 

a.  Since,  for  most,  the  BLM  is  just  another  obscure  bureau- 
cracy, the  Bureau  should  provide  information  on  the  BLM- 
visitor  relationship. 

1.  Location  of  BLM  office  in  the  Resource  Area. 

2.  Ongoing  BLM  activities. 

3.  Alert  visitor  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
area. 

b.  Give  the  visitor  a  general  conception  of  the  other  non- 
visitor  services  the  BLM  provides  the  Fortymile  Resource 
Area. 

B.  Specific  Goals. 

1.   To  make  the  overall  interpretation  plan  a  stimulus  for  the 


visitor  to  take  a  responsible  active  role  in  the  river 
experience. 

2.  Interpretation  of  the  river  environs  should  provide  enough 
inspiration  to  arouse  curiosity  and  to  motivate  the  visitor 
to  seek  out  those  things  of  interest  and  value. 

3.  To  provide  the  map,  but  not  chart  the  course. 

4.  To  make  the  interpretation  as  unobtrusive  as  possible.  In 
doing  so,  the  interpretation  does  not  conflict  with  or 
destroy  the  peculiar  environment  of  an  area  or  site. 


II 

General  Methodology 


Methodology 


1.  Collect  and  evaluate  the  historical  data  on  general  Fortymile 
history  and  specific  sites. 

a.  Who  built  structure(s). 

b.  When  structure^ )  was  built. 

c.  Mining  history  of  the  Fortymile. 

d.  Mining  history  of  site. 

e.  Social  history  of  site. 

f.  Historical  relationship  of  site  to  Fortymile  and  Alaska 
history. 

g.  Possible  reasons  for  abandonment  or  decline  in  use. 

2.  River  survey  of  the  cultural  and  natural  environment  of  the  Forty- 
mile  River.  The  goals  of  the  survey  were: 

a.  To  become  acquainted  with  the  Fortymile  River  Environment, 
topography,  and  floating  conditions,  which  varied  from  trip 
to  trip. 

b.  To  examine  the  cultural  resources  previously  inventoried  by 
the  BLM.  (Bell  and  Sullivan,  1976). 

c.  To  note  dominate  geologic  formations. 

d.  To  become  familiar  with  the  variety  of  wildlife  and  vegeta- 
tion along  the  river. 

3.  The  river  survey  included  the  following  excursions: 

a.  Seven  float  trips  from  the  canoe  landing  at  ,:ile  75.3,  on 
the  Taylor  Highway,  to  the  Fortymile  Bridge  at  Mile  112. 

b.  A  river  trip  from  the  Fortymile  Bridge  to  Eagle,  Alaska  (via 
the  Yukon  River). 

c.  A  river  trip  to  Franklin,  hiking  overland  to  Chicken  (via 
the  John  Powers  mail  route,  1910-1938). 

d.  A  day  hike  into  Steel  Creek  (on  the  Fortymile  River)  from 
Mile  105,  Taylor  Highway. 

e.  A  helicopter  survey  of  the  North  and  Middle  Forks'  cultural 
resources.  This  particular  survey  did  not  include  all  the 
cultural  resources  on  the  two  forks. 

4.  Evaluation  of  cultural  sites  for  inclusion  into  the  general  river 
Interpretive  plan. 

a.  Sites  within  the  proposed  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  corridor. 
(One  mile  on  each  side  of  the  river). 

b.  Sites  with  outstanding  historic,  social,  economic,  or  archi- 
tectural heritage. 

c.  Discovery  sites.  Numerous  sites  on  the  river  are  in  ruins 
and  little  history  is  known  about  them.  These  anonymous, 
nondescript  sites  represent  the  countless  miners  and  trappers 


who  carved  out  a  brief  moment  of  time  on  the  Portymile 
River. 


Evaluation  of  cultural  sites  to  determine  which  merit  on-site 
interoretation.  The  criteria  included  the  foil  owing: 


The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  candidate, 

Historic  significance. 

Available  historic  data. 

Condition  of  site. 

Ownership  of  site. 

Previous  visitor-use  impact. 

Locality  of  site. 


or 
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Selection  of  media.  Media  is  the  "means,  methods,  devices 
instruments  by  which  the  interpretive  message  is  presented 
public."  (Sharpe,  1976). 

Sharpe  suggests  the  consideration  of  certain  basic  questions 
the  selection  of  a  medium: 

a.  Does  the  medium  require  a  person  to  operate  it? 

The  proposed  interpretation  signs  (exhibit  display  cases) 
and  river  brochure' will  not  require  a  person  for  operation. 
The  Fortymile  is  too  remote  and  visitor  use  is  currently  too 
erratic  to  require  an  interpretor  specifically  for  the  river 

b.  Does  it  require  electricity? 

The  proposed  media  does  not  require  electricity.  Brochure 
comes  with  batteries  included.  There  are  no  utility  lines 
in  the  area. 

c.  Could  it  be  easily  vandalized  or  stolen? 
From  casual  observations  of  signs 
a  certain  amount  of  vandalism  will 
highway-close  location  of  the  inte 
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types)  in  the  area, 
Hopefully,  the 
ion  siqns  (with  the 


exception  of  Franklin),  their  visual  integrity,  and  the  non- 
regulatory  nature  of  the  signs  and  brochure,  will  deter 
those  so  inclined  to  destruction. 

d.  Will  maintenance  be  a  oroblem? 

The  proposed  media  requires  infrequent  maintenance.  All 
interpretation  signs  will  be  constructed  of  durable  material. 
Display  case  will  be  protected  by  plexiglass. 

e.  What  effect  will  the  weather  have  on  it? 

The  interior  of  Alaska  is  a  land  of  extreme  temperatures. 
Summer  temperatures  can  reach  into  the  90' s,  and  winter  temp- 
eratures can  fall  to  -75°.  Average  annual  precipitation  is 
15  inches  (38  cm).  Weather  is  bound  to  take  its  toll.  How- 
all  interpretation  signs, 
at  Franklin  will  extend 
substantial  protection  over  the  course  of  the  seasons. 

f.  Will  it  hold  up  to  continuous  use? 

Unlike  other  forms  of  interpretation  media,  signs  are  extreme- 
ly durable,  and,  in  a  sense,  they  are  not  used.  The  river 
guide  brochure,  however,  is  more  susceptible  to  the  elements 
and  continuous  use.  But,  if  adequately  protected  it  will  en- 
dure. 


ever,  the  protective  plexiglass  on 
and  the  metal  covering  on  the  sign 


g.   Can  a  substitution  be  made  easily? 

The  actual  sign  designs  are  not  complex,  nor  are  they  con- 
structed out  of  unusual  or  expensive  materials.  As  for  the 
brochure,  it  can  be  easily  replenished,  or  revised,  if 
necessary. 

h.   Is  it  part  of  a  new  program? 

Previously,  there  have  been  no  other  interpretive  sources 
for  the  Fortymile  River.  Consequently,  initial  interpre- 
tation should  provide  the  visitor  with  a  concise  and  inform- 
ative background  of  the  natural  and  cultural  aspects  of  the 
river. 

i.   At  what  audience  is  it  being  directed? 

Interpretation  is  directed  primarily  at  the  canoeing  recrea- 
tionist  who  desires  the  more  unregulated  wilderness  areas, 
and  who  knows  little  about  the  history  of  the  Fortymile. 

1.  Only  scattered  information  has  been  published  on 
Fortymi 1 e . 

2.  Current  BLM  brochures  on  Alaska  rivers  do  not  go 
into  detail  about  any  aspect  of  the  Fortymile 
River. 


Shelter  Cabins 


There  exists  few  cabins  on  the  South  Fork  and  Fortymile  River  which 
are  in  sound  enough  condition  to  be  used  as  shelter  cabins.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Long  Bar  cabins  --  which  are  privately  owned,  and 
currently  occupied  —  there  are  no  other  cabins  along  the  Fortymile, 
from  the  confluence  to  O'Brien  Creek,  which  are  not  in  ruins. 

Consequently,  all  shelter  cabin  possibilities  are  on  the  South  Fork. 
Of  these,  and  there  are  four,  three  of  the  cabins  are  intermittently 
occupied  by  miners  and  trappers  on  the  river.  Walker  Fork  cabin, 
Napoleon  Creek  cabin,  and  the  school  house  at  Franklin  all  receive 
substantial  local  use.  If  the  cabins  are  stabilized  or  fully  restored 
by  the  BLM  for  temporary  (2  days  or  less)  shelter  cabins,  the  BUS  must 
develop  a  management  plan  to  seek  cooperation  with  those  people  who  live 
on  the  river. 

The  fourth  shelter  cabin  is  in  a  state  of  deterioration.  Location:  left 
bank  of  South  Fork,  1/2  mile  upstream  from  confluence  with  North  Fork. 
NE  1/4,  Section  10,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian.  U.S.G.S. 
Eagle  (A-2)  Alaska.  The  tamiasciurus  hudsonicus  has  found  this  cabin  to 
its  liking.  There  are  a  number  of  squirrel  burrows  and  food  caches 
located  within  the  cabin.  However,  the  cabin  is  situated  in  an  ideal 
"half-way  point"  location  on  the  river.  If  the  cabin  is  to  be  salvaged 
from  the  ravages  of  squirrels,  time,  and  weather,  stabilization  should 
proceed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Walker  Fork  Cabin.  Location:  Approximately  four  miles  from  the  South 
Fork  bridge.  Southeast  bank  of  the  Fortymile  River  at  the  mouth  of 
Walker  Fork.  NW  1/4,  Section  30,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River 
Meridian.  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2)  Alaska. 

Because  of  its  close  proximity  to  the  South  Fork  bridge,  Walker  Fork 
cabin  may  not  get  as  much  recreational  use  as  the  others.  The  cabin  is 
in  fair  condition  and  maintains  local  use  year-round.  The  cabin  has  a 
workable  stove  and  very  few  artifacts  of  historical  value. 

The  cabins  location  on  the  river  and  its  condition  make  it  an  ideal  site 
for  a  possible  BLM  public  contact  station.  Located  within  two  hours 
river  float  time  from  the  South  Fork  bridge,  Walker  Fork  cabin  is  sit- 
uated in  a  site  where  river  recreationists  could  stop  for  information 
about  the  river  at  the  outstart  of  the  trip.  Also,  a  BLM  river  ranger 
stationed  at  Walker  Fork  would  be  in  contact  with  the  people  who  live  on 
the  river.  Shelter  cabin  maintenance  and  the  monitoring  of  the  river 
resources  could  be  other  possible  duties  for  a  river  ranger. 

Napoleon  Creek  Cabin.  Location:  West  bank  of  the  South  Fork,  directly 
across  from  the  mouth  of  Napoleon  Creek.  NW  1/4,  Section  19,  Township 
27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian.  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2)  Alaska. 


During  the  course  of  the  summer  (1977),  the  Napoleon  Creek  cabin  re- 
ceived extensive  use.  It  was  occupied  all  summer  by  miners  working 
their  suction  dredges  where  the  Napoleon  Creek  flows  into  the  South 
Fork.  Throughout  most  of  the  summer  there  were  six  to  seven  suction 
dredges  located  there.  Miners  utilized  the  cabin  as  well  as  selfstyled 
campsites  near  the  cabin.  Compared  to  most  sites  on  the  river,  this 
area  received  the  most  concentrated  human  impact.  The  cabin  has  a  stove 
in  working  condition,  and  few  artifacts  of  historical  value.  Most,  if 
not  all,  small  artifacts  have  been  stolen. 

Franklin  School  house.  Location:  West  bank  of  the  South  Fork,  north  of 
Franklin  Creek,  NW  1/4,  Section  31,  Township  2SN,  Range  19E,  Copper 
River  Meridian.  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2)  Alaska. 

The  school  house  is  currently  occupied  and  is  in  fair  condition.  The 
side  walls  are  beginning  to  bulge  in,  putting  pressure  on  the  windows 
and  roof  supports.  There  is  a  workable  barrel  stove  and  a  smaller 
"Yukon"  stove  (not  connected)  in  the  school  house.  There  are  a  few 
artifacts  of  historical  value.  Franklin  townsite  is  a  frequently 
exploited  area.  Franklin  Creek  is  still  being  mined.  Across  the  creek, 
to  the  south,  is  a  campsite  which  has  been  repeatedly  used. 

New  Cabins.  If  new  cabins  are  to  be  constructed,  the  Fortymile  River 
should  have  priority.  A  cabin  could  be  built  approximately  half-way 
between  the  South  Fork  -  North  Fork  confluence  and  O'Brien  Creek,  a 
distance  of  almost  17  miles.  Other  than  Long  Bar,  this  section  of  the 
river  has  no  potential  shelter  cabins. 

For  no  other  reason  than  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  shelter  cabin, 
should  any  new  construction  of  shelter  cabins  take  place  on  the  river. 
A  new  cabin  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  Fortymile  River  environ- 
ment. Its  obvious  new  appearance  on  the  banks  of  the  river  would  be  a 
striking  intrusion  on  an  otherwise  aged  and  rustic  mining  environment. 
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Cultural  Resources 

The  cultural  resources  chart  is  intended  to  project  a  brief  overview  of 
the  historical  aspects  of  the  Fortymile  River. 

The  resource  condition,  land  ownership  status,  and  the  builder  and  date 
information  is  from  A  Cultural  Resource  Inventory  of  the  Fortymile 
River.  (Bell  and  Sullivan,  1976). 

Campsites.  All  the  campsites  referred  to  on  the  chart  show  evidence  of 
previous  use.  Most  sites  have  a  plentiful  source  of  driftwood  and 
deadwood  available  for  use  as  firewood.  There  are  also  existing  fire 
rings  at  each  site.  The  campsites  represent  only  those  adjoining  a 
cultural  resource. 

On-site  Interpretation.  Several  sites  along  the  river  merit  on-site 
interpretation  determined  by  their  historical  significance,  archi- 
tectural integrity,  and  locality.  In  most  cases,  on-site  interpre- 
tation need  not  infringe  on  the  natural  surroundings  of  the  site. 
Interpretive  devices  can  be  located  within  the  existing  structure.  This 
would  be  an  appropriate  interpretive  concept  for  the  shelter  cabins  on 
the  river.  The  abandoned  community  of  Franklin  would  be  the  only  site 
where  exterior  on-site  interpretation  would  be  suitable. 

Local  Use.  A  few  cabins  along  the  river  are  used  on  a  continuous  or 
casual,  intermittent  basis  by  local  miners  and  trappers.  The  problem  of 
possible  trespass  is  a  situation  the  BLM  may  have  to  deal  with  in  the 
near  future.  Land  ownership  status  along  the  river  corridor  must  be 
clarified. 

Shelter  Cabins.  Shelter  cabins  would  require  additional  management 
efforts  and  funds.  Although  there  are  not  many  shelter  cabin  possibil- 
ities, those  selected  would  require  restoration  work  and  occasional 
maintenance.  They  would  however,  provide  the  visitor  with  immediate 
shelter,  a  unique  wilderness  experience,  and  a  sense  of  the  frontier 
past. 

Brochure  Interpretation.  Several  selective  sites  were  chosen  for 
specific  brochure  interpretation  merited  by  their  historical  import, 
their  notable  architecture,  or  their  representation  of  the  more  prosaic 
aspects  of  the  Fortymile  cultural  record. 

Discovery  Sites.  These  are  sites  not  mentioned  specifically  in  the 
brochure.  They  are  cited  on  the  brochure  map,  and  are  generally  cabin 
ruins.  In  most  instances  very  little  history  is  known  of  the  site. 
However,  collectively  these  ruins  comprise  an  important  element  in 
Fortymile  history. 

National  Register.  The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  is  an 
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inventory  of  the  nation's  significant  cultural  monuments.  On  this 
section  of  the  Fortymile  River,  there  is  only  one  candidate  for 
National  Register  nomination. 
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Brochure:  Down  the  Fortymile 

The  brochure  is  a  guide  to  the  cultural  and  natural  aspects  of  the 
Fortymile  River.  If  in  1978  the  river  is  included  in  the  National  Wild 
and  Scenic  Rivers  System,  the  need  for  closer  management  of  the  river 
and  its  environs  will  increase.  However,  visitor  use  will  still  be 
required.  In  the  years  to  follow,  river  traffic  on  the  Fortymile  is 
projected  to  mushroom  from  6,760  visitor-use  days  in  1980,  to  16,000  by 
1985.  (Planning  Area  Analysis  Fortymile  Resource  Area,  1977). 

"Self-Guided  River  Tour  Brochure." 


For  the  Fortymile  River,  a  self-guided  brochure*  is  the  most  effectual 
means  of  interpreting  the  river.  (Glick  and  ftertes,  1976).  Unlike 
signs  and  other  highly  visual  interpretive  devices,  a  brochure  is 
unobtrusive,  pocket  size,  and  replaceable.  It  can  also  be  a  river  trip 
momento,  and  an  easily  distributed  advertisement.  Furthermore,  the 
brochure  can  be  taken  home  to  be  studied  in  more  detail.  "Printed 
materials  are  particularly  good  in  those  settings  (Wilderness,  etc.) 
where  conducted  activities  are  not  appropriate."  (Harrison,  1977). 

The  brochure  is  designed  as  a  river  guide.  It  would  be  supplemented  by 
other  interpretive  devices.  Along  the  Taylor  Highway,  at  the  canoe 
landing  at  Mile  75.3,  and  the  Fortymile  bridge  at  Mile  112,  would  be 
interpretation  exhibits.  These  would  also  be  distribution  points  for 
the  brochure. 

Mile  75.3  to  112,  Taylor  Highway 

South  Fork  bridge  to  Fortymile  bridge  was  selected  for  immediate  inter- 
pretation consideration  for  several  reasons: 

1.  It  is  an  area  of  the  most  intense  use  by  both  gold  miners  and 
recreationists  in  the  Fortymile  River  system. 

2.  The  South  Fork  bridge  at  Mile  75.3  is  the  only  Taylor  Highway 
access  point  for  the  South  Fork.  There  are  other  access  points 
along  the  highway.  West  Fork  bridge  and  Mosquito  Fork  bridge,  Mile 
49  and  64.2  respectively,  are  two  other  access  possibilities.  How- 
ever, these  two  forks  are  often  too  shallow  for  safe  floating. 

3.  The  Fortymile  bridge  at  Mile  112  (O'Brien  Creek)  is  the  final 
northbound  Taylor  Highway  access  point.  It  is  a  logical  landing 
site  on  a  float  trip.  If  one  proceeds  down  the  river  from  the 
Fortymile  bridge,  one  must  continue  on  to  Eagle,  Alaska,  via  the 
Yukon  River.  This  is  a  trip  of  approximately  90  miles.  Another 

*The  Fortymile  River  brochure  was  completed,  as  part  of  this  project; 
but  due  to  its  size,  it  was  impossible  to  duplicate. 
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alternative  would  be  to  debark  at  Clinton  Creek  on  the  Fortymile 
River  in  Canada. 

4.  It  has  significant  historical  value.  The  area  is  rich  in  the 
architectural  and  cultural  record  of  the  past.  Franklin  mining 
community,  on  the  South  Fork,  is  a  momument  to  Fortymile  mining 
and  fur  trapping  history.  John  Powers  Eagle  to  Chicken  mail  route 
(1910  to  1938)  came  through  this  area. 

5.  In  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System,  the  South  Fork  and 
Fortymile  River  is  currently  classified  in  the  Fortymile  Wild  and 
Scenic  proposal  as  scenic. 

Section  2  (b)(2)  of  the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act  of  1968  defines 
scenic  river  as,  "Those  rivers  or  sections  that  are  free  of  im- 
poundments, with  shorelines  or  watersheds  still  largely  undevelop- 
ed, but  accessible  in  places  by  roads." 

6.  The  North  and  Middle  forks  of  the  Fortymile  River  are  not  access- 
ible by  road.  These  two  forks  of  the  river  get  comparatively 
little  recreational  use. 


Brochure  Map. 

The  map  would  cover  the  area  from  the  South  Fork  bridge  to  the  Fortymile 
bridge.  The  map  should  be  precise  enough  that  the  visitor  can  readily 
locate  the  various  sites  noted  on  the  map  without  the  need  for  on-river 
guides. 


On-river  Guide  Posts, 


For  the  Fortymile  River,  visual  guides  along  the  river  would  not  be 
appropriate  with  the  river  surroundings.  They  would  devalue  the  total 
river  experience  of  discovery,  and  detract  from  the  beauty  of  the  river, 
"Rivers  and  riversides  by  their  nature  are  preferred  by  people  because 
they  often  provide  both  a  sense  of  orderliness  and  a  sense  of  involvment 
and  mystery."  (Kaplan,  1977).  River  guide  posts  would  depreciate  the 
adventure  by  depriving  the  visitor  of  the  need  to  uncover  the  mysteries 
of  the  river  without  the  use  of  convenient  adjutory  guides. 


Site  Names. 

If  known,  each  site  should  be  designated  in  the  brochure  by  its  commonly 
known  or  historic  name.  This  gives  the  visitor  an  immediate  sense  of 
personal  identification  with  the  sites. 
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Down  the  Fortymile 

Format.  The  brochure  form  would  be  a  two-sided,  accordian  fold  style 
brochure;  21  inches  wide  and  16  inches  long. 

Elements.  Each  side  of  the  brochure  is  given  a  simple  alphabetical 
designation.  Side  A  includes  the  cover  of  the  brochure.  Side  B  in- 
cludes the  map  of  the  river. 

Each  element  for  side  A  and  B  is  given  a  numerical  denotation.  Example: 
A-l  is  the  brochure  title,  the  first  item  on  the  cover.  The  numerical 
sequence  represents  the  item's  order  on  the  brochure  page. 

On  side  A,  the  various  elements  were  grouped  in  order  of  importance  to 
the  recreationist  and  by  general  subject  matter. 

Lettering.  Black  ink  ptint.  Individual  subject  headings  would  be  in 
playbill  style  lettering,  36  pt.  The  major  headings  would  be  playbill 
style,  48  pt.  This  particular  lettering  style  is  a  western  type,  (see 
Appendix) . 

Printing.  Black  ink  type.  The  entire  text  of  the  brochure  would  be  in 
Century  10  point  bold  type,  (see  Appendix). 

Paper.    Color:  yellow-brown. 
Weight:  70  pounds. 
Style:  AstroParche*,  70  pounds  tan.  (see  Appendix). 


*AstroParche  is  a  brand  name. 
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Brochure  Format 


Side  A. 


1. 
2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 


Title:  Down  the  Fortymile. 

Photograph:  two  men  sluicing  on  the  river.  Stout 

Collection,  #00027,  Alaska  Cultural  Resource  Library, 

Anchorage,  Alaska. 

Subtitle:  A  Guide  to  Alaska's  Fortymile  River:  South 

Fork  Bridge  to  Fortymile  Bridge. 

BLM  and  Department  of  Interior  seals. 

Department  of  Interior  statement. 
Fortymile  Resource  Area  -  BLM  statement. 
BLM  office  addresses:  Fairbanks  and  Tok. 


Side  B. 


8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10, 
11. 
12. 


The  Fortymile. 

Dredge  gears  drawing. 

Wild  and  Scenic. 

Canoeing 

Access. 

Camping. 

Shelter  cabins. 

Top  saddle  and  notch  drawing. 

Antiquities. 

Draw  knife  drawing. 

Cabin  construction. 

L.N.  McQuesten  &  Co.  advertisement,  1899. 

Gold  panning. 

Geology. 

Sandpiper  drawing. 

Wildlife. 

Mosquitoes. 

Vegetation. 

Wild  Prickly  Rose  drawing. 

North  and  Middle  Forks  (includes  map). 

Fortymile  River  (includes  map). 

Map:  South  Fork  and  Fortymile  River 
Caption:  The  Fortymile  River. 
Legend. 

Napoleon  Cabin 

Franklin. 

Little  Dipper  Dredge. 

Uhler  Cabin. 

Eckstein  Camp. 

Long  Bar. 

International  Scale  of  River  Difficulty. 
Safety  Rules. 
U.S.G.S.  Quads. 
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South  Fork  Bridge  Canoe  Landing  Interpretation 


Interpretive  Device 

Outdoor  Exhibit  Case.  National  Park  Service:  Index  1-6604,  Plate 
217  H  (modified).  (Fig.  1). 


Mile  75.3 

Due  to  the  small  area  at  the  South  Fork  bridge  canoe  landing  (Fig.  2), 
and  the  fact  that  this  site  is  not  a  designated  camping  area,  the 
interpretive  sign  should  be  one  that  is  compatible  with  the  canoe 
landing  surroundings.  A  sturdy  two-display  window  exhibit  case,  with 
windows  protected  with  a  durable  transparent  material,  would  not  dom- 
inate the  landscape  of  the  canoe  landing.  It  would  provide  ample  space 
for  the  interpretive  message,  and  enough  visual  uniqueness  to  draw  the 
visitor  to  the  exhibit  and  the  registration  forms. 

If,  in  the  future  the  canoe  landing  area  is  enlarged  considerably,  and 
the  need  to  expand  the  interpretive  message  is  warranted,  a  larger 
exhibit  case,  much  like  the  one  proposed,  could  be  installed.  (Outdoor 
exhibit  case:  National  Park  Service,  index  1-6604,  plate  217H). 
However,  larger  exhibit  cases  are  more  appropriate  for  the  recreational 
vehicle  campgrounds  along  the  Taylor  Highway,  where  visitor-use  is 
predominantly  camping  oriented.  Since  this  site  is  generally  the 
starting  point  of  a  Fortymile  float  trip,  the  river  experience  and 
cultural  aspects  should  be  emphasized. 


Existing  Outdoor  Display  Case 

The  outdoor  exhibit  case  would  replace  the  existing  display  case,  which 
is  too  small  and  insubstantial. 

1.  It  can  not  be  utilized  on  both  sides. 

2.  The  display  window  is  not  large  enough  for  the  interpretive 
message. 

3.  It  is  not  aesthetically  pleasing. 

4.  It  does  not  exhibit  a  visual  appearance  of  confidence  or 
stability. 

5.  It  is  in  a  state  of  deterioration. 


Recommendations 

1.  Grade  over  the  entrance  to  the  canoe  landing  from  the  Taylor 
Highway. 

2.  Fill  in  the  muddy  holes  in  the  parking  area. 
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3.  Set  trash  can  behind  the  interpretive  sign. 

4.  If  possible,  expand  the  present  canoe  landing  area  to  include 
a  small  area  for  overnight  camping  and  picnicking  accomoda- 
tions. Visitors  often  camp  overnight  at  the  landing  even 
though  there  is  little  space  and  no  campground  facilities. 

5.  Change  the  format  of  the  register  forms.  The  current  forms 
refer  to  topics  which  are  not  relevant  to  this  particular  site 
and  its  present  use. 

6.  Place  at  least  two  posts  in  front  of  the  interpretation  dis- 
play case  to  protect  it  from  moving  vehicles  and  to  set  it  off 
from  the  parking  area. 
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Interpretation  Format,  Side  One 

Materials.  Posterboard:  1/16  inch  thick,  29  inches  in  length,  and 
36  inches  in  width.  Color:  brown. 

Element.  The  various  interpretive  elements  for  the  display  case  would 
be  recessed  in  windows  cut  in  the  posterboard.  They  would  include:  a 
brief  historical  narrative  of  the  Fortymile;  the  Antiquities  Act  of 
1906;  old  photographs;  and  illustration(s)  displaying  the  mining  tech- 
niques used  on  the  Fortymile. 

Printing.  Type  print:  V16-178,  black  ink  (see  Appendix).  Large  let- 
tering is  required  for  easy  readibility  for  the  narratives. 

Lettering.  The  lettering  for  the  titles  on  the  posterboard  should  be  in 
keeping  with  the  style  used  for  the  headings  in  the  brochure.  Style: 
Western  playbill.  Size:  96  pt.  Color:  Black. 

Photographs.  Size:  8"  x  10".  Three  photographs  for  the  Stout  Collec- 
tion: #00027,  two  men  gold  mining  on  river;  #00167,  four  miners  and  a 
dog;  #00011,  a  mining  family  near  the  river. 


Illustration.  Size:  8"  x  10".  Miner's  drawing  of  drift  mining  opera- 
tion. From:  Diary  of  a  Ninety-Eighter,  by  Basil  Austin.  John  Cummina: 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan,  1968.  (p.  175). 


Posterboard.  Hot-press  textured  posterboard:  1/16  inch  in  thickness. 
It  can  be  purchased  at  any  office  supply  outlet.  Windows  can  be  cut  to 
size  with  an  X-acto  knife  blade. 

Alternative.  An  alternative  to  hot-pressed  textured  posterboard  is  a 
specialized  graphic  process,  Modulite,*  "a  material  that  is  vandal  - 
proof."  (SGL  Graphics  brochure).  The  material  is  woven  fiberglass- 
cloth  layers,  saturated  with  polyester  resin. 

The  interpretive  message,  illustrations,  photographs,  and  narratives  are 
permanently  imbedded  between  the  layers  of  woven  fiberglass. 

If  Modulite  is  used  for  the  display  cases,  the  interpretive  message, 
and  its  lay-out,  need  not  be  changed.  The  Modulite  panel  can  be  easily 
replaced,  or  removed  during  the  winter  months. 


*Modulite  is  a  brand  name. 
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Interpretation  Format,  Side  Two 

Materials.  Posterboard:  1/16  inch  thick,  29  inches  long,  and  36  inches 
wide.  Color:  brown. 

Elements.  As  on  side  one,  the  individual  elements  would  be  recessed  in 
windows  cut  in  the  posterboard.  This  would  incorporate  a  topographic 
map  of  the  Fortymile  River,  a  narrative  on  the  National  V.'ild  and  Scenic 
Rivers  System,  and  a  directory  of  campgrounds  along  the  Taylor  Highway. 

Printing,  (see  side  one). 

Lettering,  (see  side  one). 
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Interpretive  Message 

(Historical  Narrative.  Broken  up  by  the  use  of  photographs  to  supple- 
ment the  text). 


Discovery 

"...lonely  winter  nights,  long  periods  of  isolation,  and  the  disappoint- 
ment of  barren  holes  and  pans  with  no  color."  The  search  for  gold  was 
a  gamble. 

More  than  a  decade  before  the  '98ers  were  encountering  the  frozen  Chi  1  - 
koot  pass  enroute  to  the  gold  fields  of  the  Klondike,  seekers  of  fortune 
were  uncovering  the  gold  treasure  of  the  Fortymile. 

Howard  Franklin's  1887  gold  discovery  on  a  small  unknown  creek  which  now 
bears  his  name,  set  off  the  first  gold  rush  in  the  interior  of  Alaska. 
The  last  vestiges  of  the  abandoned  town  of  Franklin  are  compelling  re- 
minders of  the  pioneer  men  and  women  who  came  to  the  Fortymile  in  search 
of  fortune  and  adventure,  and  to  simply  say  they  were  there.  Glorious 
daring  stores  were  told  for  the  asking. 

From  the  time  gold  was  discovered  until  the  early  1890' s,  the  Fortymile 
district  was  the  richest  gold  producing  area  in  the  Yukon  valley.  With 
small  new  communities  cropping  up  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  flow  of  min- 
ers, the  Fortymile  soon  became  the  scene  of  brisk  mining  and  building 
activity. 


24 


In  the  early  days  of  the  gold  rush,  the  miner's  routine  was  the  all  too 
tedious  and  exhausting  hand  methods,  using  pick  and  shovel,  gold  pans, 
and  the  sluice  box.  Wading  in  three  feet  of  frigid  water,  hands  torn 
and  red,  the  miner  labored  with  fervent  expectations.  And  when  word 
came  of  richer  gold  discoveries  in  the  Klondike,  they  moved  on. 

With  the  turn  of  the  century  came  advances  in  mining  technology.  The 
solitary  miner  with  his  handworked  tools  was  displaced  by   the  company. 
Huge  dredges  and  earth-moving  bulldozers  brought  a  new  look  to  the 
Fortymile  landscape.  But  by  then  the  gold  findings  were  already  on  the 
decl ine. 
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Today,  traces  of  the  independent  spirit  of  those  early  settlers  can 
still  be  found  on  the  Fortymile.  Many  of  the  cabins  and  mining  sites 
along  the  river  are  the  only  remaining  bond  we  have  with  the  faded  faces 
of  young  men  in  old  photographs,  and  rousing  memories  of  ladies  in  hand- 
made calico  dresses. 


Antiquities  Act 


Handcrafted,  often  with  crude  tools,  the  early  Fortymile  settlers  con- 
structed their  cabins  and  furniture.  These  buildings  and  artifacts  are 
virtually  all  they  have  left  us.  Their  heritage  is  unique,  and  it  will 
never  come  again. 

The  cultural  resources  along  the  river  are  non-renewable,  and  their 
destruction,  removal  or  excavation  is  strictly  prohibited  under  the 
Antiquities  Act  of  1906. 


(Wild  and  Scenic.  This  narrative  inclusion  is  contingent  on  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  decide  if  the  Fortymile 
River  becomes  a  part  of  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System.) 


Wild  and  Scenic 

The  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System  was  established  for  the 
preservation  of  our  nation's  free-flowing  streams  "for  the  benefit  and 
enjoyment  of  present  and  future  generations". 


In  1978  the  Fortymile  River  became  a  part  of  this  system  of 
rivers  which  possess  exceptional  recreational,  scenic,  geol 


select 
oqic,  hi s- 


toric  or  cultural   resources. 


There  are  few  free-flowing  rivers  remaining.     The  rustic  natural   chara- 
cter of  the  Fortymile  is  a  rare  quality  in  an  era  of  rapid  development. 
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Take  care  to  preserve  today's  natural  and  cultural  treasures  for  future 
generations. 

Other  proposed  additions  to  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System 
to  be  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  Alaska  include: 

Beaver  Creek:  Originates  near  Table  Top  Mountain  north  of  Fair- 
banks and  flows  into  the  Yukon  River. 

Birch  Creek:  Starts  70  miles  northeast  of  Fairbanks  and  flows  into 
the  Yukon  River. 

Unalakleet  River:  Begins  in  the  Kaltag  Mountains  and  flows  90  miles 
to  Norton  Sound. 

(Campgrounds.  The  four  campground  sites  should  be  cited  on  the  topo- 
graphic map. ) 


Campgrounds 

Along  the  Taylor  Highway  there  are  four  maintained  campground  sites.  All 
campgrounds  have  tent  camping  and  recreational  vehicle  camping  facili- 
ties. 

Mile  49  West  Fork' Campground 

Mile  82  Walker  Fork  Campground 

Mile  132  Liberty  Campground 

Mile  160  Eagle  Campground 
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V 
Franklin  Mining  Community 

Interpretive  Device.  The  interpretive  sign  should  be  low  in  profile, 
and  in  keeping  with  the  unpolished  character  of  the  former  mining 
community.  If  possible,  local  materials  should  be  employed.  The 
interpretive  device  (Fig.  3)  could  be  constructed  of  rocks  taken  from 
the  old  mining  tailings  near  Franklin  Creek  (Fig.  4).  The  historical 
narration  and  map  could  be  crowned  with  a  coverlid  made  of  rusted  metal 
plate  from  the  discarded  mining  equipment,  which  abounds  in  the  Franklin 
area. 

Narration.  The  interpretive  history  of  Franklin  should  be  brief,  giving 
the  visitor  a  feeling  for  the  people  and  activities  once  associated  with 
the  river  town.  Brevity  is  preferred  principally  because  it  is  an 
unobtrusive  means  of  relating  a  history  in  a  remote  wilderness  area._  A 
large  distinctive  interpretive  sign  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  rustic 
river  environment. 

Map.  The  various  structures  should  be  mapped  out  to  indicate  their 
previous  function.  Although  some  are  deteriorated  and  some  are  in 
ruins,  the  buildings'  architecture  does  not  often  offer  obvious  clues  to 
its  former  use.  A  map  would  be  a  helpful  aid  in  the  overall  interpre- 
tation of  the  site. 

Printing.  Large  readable  type  print  (VI 6-1 78)  on  water  proof  material 
should  be  the  practical  medium  for  the  historical  narration  and  the  map. 
Due  to  harsh  weather  conditions,  remoteness  of  the  site,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  vandalism,  the  use  of  a  strong,  resistant,  transparent  cover 
is  advisable.  A  clear  covering,  such  as  bullet-proof  plexiglass  over 
the  narration  and  map  would  give  them  the  needed  protection.  To  cover 
this,  a  hinged  metal  top,  using  local  metal,  would  protect  the  ton  of 
the  interpretive  device.  A  lock  could  be  installed  for  the  off-season. 

On-Site  Interpretation.  Franklin  possesses  several  qualities  which 
distinguish  it  from  other  historical  sites  along  the  river: 

1.  It  was  the  site  of  the  first  gold  strike  in  the  interior  of  Alaska. 
In  1887  Howard  Franklin's  discovery  launched  the  Fortymile  Gold 
rush. 

2.  Franklin  was  a  full-fledged  community,  at  one  time  having  a  pop- 
ulation of  200  during  the  1890' s.  It  was  the  center  of  social  and 
commercial  activity  on  the  river. 
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3.  The  town  was  one  of  the  major  stops  on  the  John  Powers  mail  route  - 
the  only  mail  service  the  Fortymile  had  from  1910  to  1938.  Frank- 
lin had  a  post  office  continuously  from  1902  to  1945. 

4.  The  remaining  buildings  have  significant  architectural  and  cultural 
history.  The  Franklin  roadhouse  was  built  c.  1930,  after  two 
previous  roadhouses  on  the  same  site  were  destroyed  by  fire  and 
flood.  The  town  had  a  school  from  1927  to  1933.  These  and  other 
structures  at  Franklin  embrace  the  last  material  manifestation  of 
the  region's  vibrant  mining  history. 

5.  The  historic  site  of  Franklin  is  a  candidate  for  National  Register 
nomination,  submitted  in  the  fall  of  1977. 

6.  The  site  is  a  frequent  stopover  spot  for  recreational  canoeists  and 
gold  panners.  Its  location  is  one  that  is  highly  visible  from  the 
river. 


Recommendations. 

1.  Restore  the  school  house  for  historic  interpretation  or  for  use  as 
a  shel ter  cabin. 

2.  Clean  up  the  recent  collection  of  trash. 

3.  Leave  the  old  rusted  mining  equipment  and  artifacts  that  can't  be 
easily  hauled  away  at  the  site. 

4.  Remove  the  smaller  artifacts.  Many  of  the  hand  tools  and  the  more 
portable  artifacts  should  be  taken  from  the  site.  They  should  be 
catalogued,  and  eventually  housed  in  the  proposed  local  museum  in 
Tok,  with  BLM  loaning  them  to  the  museum  pending  the  construction 
of  their  own  possible  interpretive  center  for  the  Fortymile. 


Interpretive  Message. 

(Historical  Narrative.  The  narration  text  can  be  broken  up  by  placing 
the  map  of  Franklin  in  the  middle,  with  narrative  on  either  side.) 


Franklin  Mining  Community 

They  were  driven  to  Franklin  Gulch  by  the  clamoring  echoes  of  GOLD. 
With  pick  and  shovel,  rocker,  sluice  box,  and  dreams  of  fortunes  the 
miners  came  to  an  isolated  corner  of  Alaska. 

Howard  Franklin's  discovery  in  1837  delivered  a  flood  of  seekers  to  the 
first  gold  rush  in  the  interior  of  Alaska. 


-> 
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In  the  decade  to  follow,  the  town  had  increased  to  a  billowing  community 
of  200.  Gold  diggings  were  bringing  up  to  $17  for  a  day's  work  by  a 
miner. 

But  few  ever  got  rich.  The  brief  boom  was  soon  lost  to  the  calling  of 
richer  gold  fields  elsewhere,  and  Franklin's  population  dwindled. 
Yielding  smaller  profits,  mining  continued.  In  the  years  to  follow,  a 
schoolhouse  and  roadhouse  were  built.  The  population  had  leveled  off 
and  would  never  again  reach  its  peak  of  the  1890' s. 

Now  the  scene  of  the  once  active  community  is  deserted.  The  abandoned 
schoolhouse  of  the  1920's  quietly  awaits  its  future  with  memories  of 
scuffling  children  and  patient  teachers  in  need  of  more  books. 

The  roadhouse  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  around  1919.  Built  anew,  it 
was  once  more  devastated  six  years  later,  in  the  flood  of  1925.  Soon 
after,  a  third  roadhouse  was  constructed  on  the  same  site.  In  1945  the 
Franklin  roadhouse  closed. 

The  pulsating  quick-slap  sounds  of  a  banjo  in  tune  are  no  longer  heard 
rolling  from'a  week's  end  dance  at  the  Robert's  roadhouse.  Time  has 
weathered  the  past.  No  more  do  Saturday  night  social  events  bring  to- 
gether the  motley  denizens  of  "dogtown"  to  high-step  in  midnight  rev- 
elry. 


N.B.  The  reference  to  the  $17  made  by  a  miner  in  a  day  is  from 
Wells,  "Down  the  Yukon  and  Up  the  Fortymile". 
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Figure  3 
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VI 
Fortymile  Bridge  Turnout  Interpretation 

Interpretive  Device 

Outdoor  exhibit  case.  National  Park  Service:  Index  1-6604,  Plate  21 7H 
(modified).  (Fig.  5). 

Mile  112 

Like  the  canoe  landing  at  Mile  75.3,  the  interpretation  area  at  the  Mile 
112  turnout  will  be  a  relatively  small  space  (Fig.  6).  Presently  there 
is  no  existing  display  case.  The  area  is  not  a  designated  camping  site. 
The  turnout  is  generally  the  end  or  starting  point  for  river  canoeists. 
The  Fortymile  bridge  being  the  last  northbound  highway  crossing  of  the 
Fortymile  River. 

Recommendations 

1.  Landscape  the  turnout  and  surrounding  area. 

2.  Widen  the  canoe  landing  area  so  that  it  is  visible  from  the  river. 
This  would  keep  the  use  of  the  beach  across  the  river  (which  is 
private  property)  at  a  minimum. 

3.  Build  a  designated  campsite  near  the  turn  out.  Visitors,  espe- 
cially those  with  recreational  vehicles,  utilize  the  area  for 
overnight  camping.  The  camping  facilities  should  be  limited  to 
avoid  over-use  of  the  site. 

4.  The  interpretation  area  should  be  distinctly  set  off  from  the 
parking  area  of  the  turn  out.  This  can  be  accomplished  through  the 
use  of  diverse  landscaping  and  the  use  of  short  wooden  posts  to 
surround  the  perimeter  of  the  interpretation  area. 

5.  The  exhibit  case  should  be  visible  from  the  highway  and  bridge. 

6.  Pattern  the  format  of  the  register  forms  to  apply  to  the  use  of  the 
river  and  turn  out  area. 

7.  Put  roughhewn  bench  made  of  logs  near  the  exhibit  case. 
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Interpretation  Format,  Side  One 

Materials.  Posterboard:  1/16  inch  in  thickness,  29  inches  in  length, 
and  36  inches  ,:n  width.  Color:  brown. 

Elements.  The  posterboard  would  be  cut  to  produce  several  windows,  one 
for  each  item.  The  items  include  a  historical  narrative,  old  photo- 
graphs, and  the  Antiquities  Act. 

Printing.  Type  print:  V16-178,  black  ink  (see  Appendix).  Large  let- 
tering for  ease  of  readability. 

Lettering.  To  maintain  continuity,  the  lettering  on  the  posterboard 
should  be  the  same  western  playbill  style  used  in  the  brochure  and  at 
the  South  Fork  bridge  canoe  landing.  Size:  96  pt.  Color:  black. 

Photographs.  Each  would  be  3"  x  lQ1'.  The  U.S.  Customs  House  at  "ioose 
Creek,  J.  Elden  and  daughter  of  [loose  Creek,  and  a  recent  picture  of  the 
Steel  Creek  roadhouse. 

Posterboard.  Hot-press  textured  posterboard,  1/16  inch  thick. 

Alternative.  An  alternative  to  posterboard  is  fiberglass  ilodulite. 
(See  South  Fork  Bridge  Canoe  Landing  Interpretation  for  details.) 


Interpretation  Format,  Side  Two 

Materials.  Posterboard:  1/16  inch  thick,  29  inches  long,  and  36  inches 
wide.  Color:  brown. 

Elements.  Each  window  would  be  recessed  in  the  posterboard.  Included 
would  be  a  topographic  map  of  the  Fortymile  River,  list  of  the  camp- 
grounds along  the  Taylor  Highway,  and  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic 
Rivers. 

Printing,  (see  side  one). 

Lettering,  (see  side  one). 
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Interpretive  Message 


Steele  Creek 

It  was  the  meeting  place  for  many  miners  and  trappers  on  the  lower 
Fortymile  River. 

Located  seven  miles  downstream  from  O'Brien  Creek,  the  snail  community 
of  Steel  Creek  was  the  focus  of  social  life  on  the  Fortymile  River. 
Being  the  only  major  stop  on  the  John  Powers  mail  route  from  1910  to 
1933,  and  just  as  it  is  today  in  many  Alaska  communities,  the  arrival  of 
the  mail  brought  people  from  miles  around.  It  was  a  grand  social 
event.  Settlers  gathered  at  the  Steel  Creek  post  office  to  meet  new 
neighbors,  to  gossip  and  chew  the  fat,  and  perhaps  to  brag  about  the 
best  gold  claim  or  the  most  abundant  area  for  fur  trapping. 

It  was  the  Steel  Creek  roadhouse  which  was  filled  with  the  warmth  of 
crackling  logs  on  the  fire  and  the  winter  companionship  of  folks  on  the 
river,  which  was  always  aglow  with  activity  during  the  holidays.  It 
was  a  time  of  the  joyous  celebration  of  sharing,  with  lively  dances  and 
rich  holiday  foods. 

The  roadhouse,  built  around  the  turn  of  the  century,  still  stands  on  the 
banks  of  the  Fortymile.  It  was  not  until  after  World  War  II  when  the 
roadhouse  closed  for  the  last  time.  With  the  river  population  in 
decline,  the  roadhouse  was  no  longer  needed. 

The  Steel  Creek  roadhouse  is  now  privately  owned,  and  its  historic 
uniqueness  is  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  owner. 
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Gold  Rush  Grubstake 

"They  shipped  tne  goods,  and  one  could  easily  see  from  the  brands  and 
ouality  of  goods  received  that  they  did  not  want  any  miners  in  the  Yukon 
River  Valley.  The  bacon  was  in  slabs  three  feet  long,  all  of  which  was 
yellow.  We  called  it  the  'Yard  Bacon'.  The  flour  was  moldy,  the  rice 
was  lumpy,  the  fruit  was  green,  and  in  the  beans  were  plenty  of  rocks 
and  gravel . " 

from  a  miner's  diary  during 
the  Fortymile  Gold  Rush, 
1887. 


■ 


N.8.  Quote  is  from  Frank  Buteau,  "My  Experiences  in  the  'lorld' 
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Moose  Creek 

It  is  said  that  Moose  Creek  was  put  to  torch  by  a  crazed  miner.  And  if 
you  should  venture  to  the  site  of  the  late  community,  you  would  only 
find  the  darkened  areas  where  buildings  once  stood.  Along  with  the 
customs  house,  Moose  Creek  had  a  roadhouse  and  a  few  scattered  cabins. 
Miners  coming  into  the  Fortymile  would  stop  at  Customs  and  grab  a  meal 
at  the  roadhouse,  which  was  in  operation  from  the  late  1800's  up  to  the 
1940' s. 


Like  so  many  small  communities  on  the  river,  it  was  left  to  the  elements 

when  gold  became  scarce.  But,  before  the  freezing  Alaskan  wind  even  got 

started,  some  mad  miner,  reaching  the  crescendo  of  spring  fever,  left 
Moose  Creek  in  ashes. 


J.  El  den  ran  the  Moose  Creek  Roadhouse 
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Moose  Creek  Customs  House 

The  Moose  Creek  United  States  Customs  House  was  3  miles  from  the  Cana- 
dian border.  During  the  gold  rush  of  the  late  1800' s,  the  customs  house 
was  built  to  check  the  flow  of  miners  entering  the  Fortymile.  But,  it 
did  not  always  operate  in  an  official  bureaucratic  manner. 
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"The  second  day  we  pulled  in  to  Sam  Patch  at  dark  and  found  a  customs 
officer  at  this  international  boundary  line  I  believe  he  was  suppose  to 
collect  duty  on  goods  going  into  U.S.  territory.  It  was  doubtful  if  he 
liked  his  job,  as  the  miners  resented  any  attempt  to  be  taxed  at  this 
point,  since  there  was  no  way  of  getting  supplies  except  from  Canadian 
territory.  We  explained  that  we  were  starting  early  in  the  morning  and 
that  our  belongings  were  on  our  sleds  out  on  the  river  if  he  cared  to 
examine  them.  As  it  was  30  degrees  below  with  a  breeze  blowing,  he  was 
content  to  stay  in  the  roadhouse  by  the  stove,  rather  than  unleash  our 
loads  and  examine  the  material  with  a  lantern." 

October,  1899 

Diary  of  a  Ninety-Eighter 
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Antiquities  Act 

The  cultural  resources  on  the  river  are  nonrenewable.  They  represent  a 
heritage  from  a  time  when  small  tools  were  handcrafted,  when  practical 
simplicity  meant  survival,  and  when  a  roughhewn  log  cabin  was  home. 

Fortymile  miners  and  trappers,  children  and  mothers,  all  have  left  a 
century  of  an  independent  bold  spirit.  The  buildings,  ruins,  and 
artifacts  they  have  given  us  are  the  last  remaining  traces  of  those 
early  pioneers  who  ventured  to  the  Fortymile. 

The  Antiquities  Act  of  1906  prohibits  the  destruction,  removal  or 
excavation  of  any  archaeological  or  historical  monument  or  artifact  of 
antiquity  located  on  Federal  lands. 


Wild  and  Scenic 

The  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System  was  established  for  the 
preservation  of  our  nation's  free-flowing  streams  "for  the  benefit  and 
enjoyment  of  present  and  future  generations". 

The  Fortymile  River  was  included  in  the  select  group  of  national  rivers 
in  1978.  The  river  possesses  special  recreational,  cultural,  and 
natural  qualities.  It  is  one  of  a  few  rivers  to  be  distinguished  by 
being  admitted  to  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System. 

Other  proposed  rivers  to  become  part  of  the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers 
System  to  be  managed  by  the  BLM  in  Alaska  include: 

Beaver  Creek:  Originates  near  Table  Top  Mountain  north  of  Fair- 
banks and  flows  into  the  Yukon  River. 

Birch  Creek:  Starts  70  miles  northeast  of  Fairbanks  and  flows  into 
the  Yukon  River. 

Unalakleet  River:  Begins  in  the  Kaltag  Mountains  and  flows  90  miles 
to  Norton  Sound. 
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Paper  Manufacturers 

River  Brochure 

Astroparche:  Wausau  Paper  Mills  Company 
Brokaw,  Wisconsin  54417 

Outdoor  Exhibit  Case 

Classic  Laid:  Neenah  Paper  Company 

Neenah,  Wisconsin  54955 


Graphics  Manufacturer 

Outdoor  Exhibit  Case 

Modulite:  SGL  Graphics 

John  Fitch  Industrial  Park 
Warminster,  Pennsylvania  18974 


48 


-  -  ^aaa— mgaawMnmnwn 


i— i—^p 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
♦References  Cited 

*Alaska  Planning  Group,  and  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior.     Proposed 
Fortvrcile  National  Wild  and  Scenic  River,  Alaska.     Washington  D.C. 
Government  Printing  Office,   1975. 

"Alaska:     Preservation  in  the  Great  Land".     Historic  Preservation, 
January  -  March,  1975,  pp.  4-13. 

Alderson,  William  T.,  and  Low,   Shirley  Payne.     Interpretation  of 

Historic  Sites.     Nashville:     American  Association  for  State  and 
Local   History,  1976. 

♦Austin,  Basil.     Diary  of  a  Ninetv-Eighter.     fit.    Pleasant,  Michigan: 
John  Cunning,  1968. 

*Bell     Wendell  and  Sullivan,  Michael.     A  Cultural   Resource  Inventory 
of  the  Fortvmile.     Report  preoared  for  5LM,  Fortymile  Resource 
ATii'    injunction  with  the' Western  Interstate  Commission  on 
Higher  Education  (WICHE),  1976. 

*nut*zn     Frank      "Mv  Exoeriences  in  the  World".     Sourdough  Sagas. 
B       EditeSby'Herbert  L     Heller.     Cleveland:     World  Publishing  Co. , 

1967. 

CI emson,  Donovan,  living  with  Logs;  log  Buildings  and  Rail  Fences, 
Saanichton,  B.C.,  Canada:  Hancock  House,  i*M. 

Collins,  Henry  Hill,  Jr.  Complete  Field  Guide  to  American^ildllfe: 
East,  Central  and  North.  New  York:  Harper  &  Bros. ,  isw. 


Craig,  William  S.  "Reducing  Impacts  From  River Recreation  Users. 

Proceedings:  River  Recreation  Management  and  ^s^rch..^^^- 
USDA  Forest  Service  General  Technical  Keporl  Ji-ZC  .asnington 
D.C:  Government  Printing  Office,  1977,  pp.  115  -  16*. 

DeArmond,  R.N.  "A  Letter  to.Jack  McQuesten:  Gold  on  the  Fortymile". 
The  Alaska  Journal,  Spring,  1973,  pp.  114  -  U\. 

i.  ,.    o«k«^  t   »Pi vpr  Preservation  and  Recreation  Programs". 

Eas  l?k£S^^ 

USDA  Forest  Service  General    lechnica Report  RCpST" OashTngtort 
D.C:     Government  Printing  Office,  19/7,  pp.   178  -   i»*. 

*Glick    Arthur  N.   and  Mertes,  James  D.     Fortymjje:     A  Minimum  Personnel 
miCgngt  visitor  Management  Program.     Repori .prepa red  ™r  Bffl 
U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  hairbanks  District,  Alaska,  .,ay 


49 


Greenfield,  Leslie  and  Hawley,  David.     A  Recreation  Resource  Plan  for 
the  Washington-Alaska  Military  Cable  and  Telegraph  System.     Report 
prepared  for  BLM,   Fortymile  Resource  Area,   in  conjunction  with 
WICHE,   1975. 

♦Harrison,  Anne.  "Getting  Your  Story  Across  -  Interpreting  the  River 
Resource".  Proceedings:  River  Recreation  Management  and  Re- 
earch  Symposium.  USDA  Forest  Service  General  Technical  Report,  NC- 
28.  Washington,  D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office,  1977,  pp.  125  • 
138. 

Haynes,  Terry  L.  They  Didn't  Come  In  Four-Wheel  Drives:  An  Intro- 
duction to  Fortymile  History.  Report  prepared  for  BLM,  Fortymile 
Resource  Area,  in  conjunction  with  WICHE,  1976. 

Hof,  Marilyn.  "Interpretive  Premise".  Technical  Note.  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  -  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  T/N  304,  Filing 
Code  6280,  1977. 

♦Kaplan,  Rachel.  "Down  By  the  Riverside:  Informational  Factors  in 

Waterscape  Preference".  Proceedings:  River  Recreation  Management 
and  Research  Symposium.  USDA  Forest  Service  General  Technical 
Report  NC-28.  Washington  D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office,  1977. 
pp'.  285  -  289. 

Mertie,  J.  B.,  Jr.  Gold  Placers  of  the  Fortymile,  Eagle,  and  Circle 
Districts,  Alaska.  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  Bulletin  897- 
C.  Washington  D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office,  1938. 

♦Planning  Area  Analysis:  Fortymile  Resource  Area.  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Fairbanks  District, 
Alaska,  March,  1977. 

Potter,  Louise.  Roadside  Flowers  of  Alaska.  Hanover,  M.H.  Roger 
Burt,  1969. 

♦Sharpe,  Grant  W.  Interpreting  the  Environment.  New  York:  John 
Wiley  &  Sons,  1976. 

Tarbet,  Don,  Moeller,  George  and  McLoughlin,  Kevin  T.  "Attitudes  of 
Salmon  River  Users  Toward  Management  of  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers". 
Proceedings:  River  Recreation  Management  and  Research  Symposium. 
USDA  Forest  Service  General  Technical  Report  NC-28.  Washington 
D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office,  1977,  pp.  365  -  371. 

♦Tilden,  Freeman.  Interpreting  Our  Heritage.  Chapel  Hill:  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  Press,  1957. 

♦Wells,  E.  H.  "Down  the  Yukon  and  Up  the  Fortymile".  The  Alaska 
Journal ,  .autumn,  1974,  pp.  205  -  213.  (Originally  published  in 
Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  1891). 


50 


wBmmaaammBamm 


Wharton,  David.  The  Alaska  Gold  Rush.  Bloom' ngton:  Indiana  Univer- 
sity Press*  1972. 

*Yukon  Press.  April  1,  1899,  Vol.  5,  No.  4.  Circle,  Alaska.  (Adver- 
tisement: L.N.  McQuesten  &  Co.,  Fortymile  Creek).  University  of 
Alaska,  Anchorage;  vertical  file:  Alaska  History. 


51 


EMBBmwm^MBm 


' 


i 


: 


1 


BLM  LIBRARY 
SC-324A,  BLDG.  50 
DENVER  FEDERAL  CENTER 
P.  0.  BOX  25047 
DENVER,  CO  80225-0047 


I 

DATE  DUE 

1 

1 

3     gavlord 

I 

PRHTEOMUBA 

